
Fužine (foo-zhee-nay)
	

Since the area of the Fužine neighbourhood had a great predisposition, including great capacity of soil and 
low population, the first plans to build the first residential neighbourhood go back in the year 1958, while in 
the 1977 the first phase of construction was finally opened and completed in 19811. Today, the residential 
neighbourhood of Fužine is the biggest living zone in Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia, and the most densely 
populated part of Slovenia.  Clearly, coexistence with so many people always brings about some shortcomings, 
but because of the quality and innovative building, those are not so obvious. 

The area of Fužine is in total 61 hectares large, including 21 hectares of green areas, 3.7 ha of children’s 
playgrounds and 14 ha of other public areas. There are 4608 flats in Fužine altogether with more than 18000 
residents - the density of the residential zone is 385 people per hectare. This high density of the inhabitants 
and the extremely young age structure soon resulted in the lack of the kindergartens and schools. Besides, 
the idea of the Fužine project as a neighbourhood with a wide variety of public spaces was not realized at 
the beginning, so the young population had to gather in the streets and in front of the schools or flats. They 
created a specific “Fužine culture” and a well known way of living, sometimes (mistakenly) referred to as the 
first Slovenian ghetto. Today, the inhabitants of Fužine are still relatively young, but there is a trend of the 
population getting older.
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The neighbourhood of Fužine was primarily constructed for the young families and the migrant workers and 
families from the countries of the former Yugoslavia, the ones who truly needed affordable, new flats. Today, 
it is estimated that the majority of the residents are from Slovenia, Bosnia, Croatia, Serbia and Albania. This 
creates an interesting mix of cultural habits, most notably a strong feeling of fellowship (camaraderie) and a 
habit of meeting outdoors to talk or play sports2. A number of social events and activities unfolds each year 
encouraging the sense of affiliation, the biggest one being “Revive Fužine! Man is a neighbour to his fellow 
man”.
￼   ￼

￼ ￼

 ￼  

It is worth mentioning that the neighbourhood has not shown any major systematic weakness or errors of 
construction. The neighbourhood’s design was modern at the time, with ground plans designed with the 
inhabitants in mind. The flats’ interior walls could be rearranged according to the needs of its inhabitants. 
Buildings are still in good conditions with no need for an extensive renovation. With the development and the 
rise of the population Fužine got a lot of facilities, including the kindergartens, elementary and high schools, 
hospital, post office, banks, retirement home, well-connected public transport etc., which all improved the 
quality of the lifestyle and the leisure time (especially of the young residents)3. Still, some of the meeting 
places outdoor still had to pay the price of this extension – less sandboxes, benches and playgrounds outside 
of schools. 

REVIVE FUŽINE! 

2 This could also be attributed to smaller surfaces of flats in which three or more people reside at the same time.
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Compared to other Slovenian agglomerations, there are many green areas in Fužine so people especially enjoy 
walking and running. Bridges crossing the natural barrier of river Ljubljanica offer a quick access to the nearby 
hill and fields while a walk along the river bank is also popular. 

Fužine got, mostly unfairly, the reputation of a bad neighbourhood while many researches and analysis show 
that life in Fužine is safe and pleasant and the residents themselves are satisfied with lifestyle there4. 
Interesting fact: The name Fužine is a plural form of the word “fužina”, meaning a 16th century industrial unit 
for melting iron ore and turning it into steel.

Popular past-time activities include sports like football, basketball, tennis and jogging.

When it comes to socializing, benches are a must.

Surrounded by greenery View from Ljubljanica river

Museum of Architecture and Design in Fužine Castle  Bowling green
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Like the majority of other contemporary (bedroom) communities, Fužine are faced with specific problems: 
uniformity, homogeneous building for an increasingly heterogeneous population, decreasing personal interaction 
and migrations. The first steps to encouraging interaction were made concurrently with the construction of the 
neighbourhood – a proposal for introduction of joint “rec rooms” was made with the intention of expediting 
social activities in collective buildings. These rooms never fully worked since the residents were faced with the 
unsolved housing situation at that time so their needs for extra space were more individual or “instrumental” 
(e.g. pantries, workshops and other rooms that could not fit in the flat) 5. With the help of students of Faculty of 
Social Sciences we performed several interviews with some of the residents and coordinators of various Fužine-
based associations to discover the needs, opinions and ideas of the Fužine people for a public installation that 
would revitalize their free-time.

The wish for an installation for both young and the elderly was expressed (benches, shelters from the sun 
or rain etc. are especially missed). An ideal installation would combine sport and social context (a stand, 
resting place, meeting place). The aspects of culture and social/public interest (solidarity, cohesion) were also 
mentioned. The object should be unobtrusive, safe and permanent (durable). 

You can read the comprehensive summary of these interviews in Appendix 2.

HOW TO REVITALIZE THE LIFE IN FUŽINE

The microlocation

5 Maroševic, 2005

www.trimo-urbancrash.com


